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FUNERAL  DISCOURSE. 


JOB  V,  26. 

THOU    SHALT    COME    TO   THY  GRAVE  IN  A  FULL    AGE,  LIKE  AS  A  SHOCK  OF  COUN 
COMETH    IN    IN    HIS    SEASON. 

This  announcement,  made  by  Eliphaz  to  Job, 
is  nothing  less  than  a  prophetical  benediction. 
It  implies  that  he  should  not  be  cut  down  prema- 
turely, or  be  the  victim  of  any  sudden  calamity, 
but  should  live  till  old  age,— -till  his  graces  should 
have  time  to  become  thoroughly  developed,  and 
his  plans  of  usefulness  to  be  effectually  carried 
out.  The  time  for  the  gathering  of  the  corn  is 
not  till  it  is  fully  ripe ;  and  the  time  for  his  being 
gathered  into  the  Heavenly  rest  should  not  be 
until  the  principle  of  grace  in  his  heart  had 
become  fully  matured.  The  subject  which  the 
text  presents  for  consideration,  then,  is  the  full 

MATURITY  OF   RELIGIOUS  CHARACTER.       Let    US    inquire 

in  what  this  consists,  and  by  what  means  it  is  to  be 
attained. 


I.  In  what  does  the  full  maturity  of  religious  char- 
acter consist  ? 

It  consists,  in  the  first  place,  in  a  mind  saturated 
with  Divine  truth.  It  is  the  truth,  as  revealed  in 
God's  word,  that  constitutes  the  spring  of  all 
Christian  experience  and  Christian  activity.  It 
is  identified  with  the  very  first  exercises  of  the 
renewed  soul,  and  spreads  itself  out,  as  an  ele- 
ment of  life  and  power,  in  every  grace  that 
Christianity  recognizes.  What  is  faith,  but  a 
cordial  reception  of  God's  word,  especially  of  the 
great  doctrine  of  redemption  through  the  Media- 
tion of  Christ  ?  What  is  humility,  but  that 
lowly  posture  which  the  soul  takes,  in  view  of 
the  charge  which  the  Bible  brings  against  it  of 
being  an  offender  against  God  ?  What  is  love  to 
God,  but  the  going  forth  of  the  heart  towards 
Him  in  exercises  of  grateful  homage,  as  He  is 
presented  to  us  in  the  inspired  record  ?  What  is 
true  benevolence,  but  an  imitation  of  the  example, 
and  a  response  to  the  claims,  of  Him  who  is  re- 
vealed to  us  as  having  so  loved  the  world  as  to 
give  Himself  to  die  for  it  ?  What  is  religious 
joy,  but  that  glad  affection  which  springs  into 
exercise  in  the  contemplation  of  the  blessings 
which    Christianity    secures    to    us  ?      What    is 
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Christian  hope,  but  the  intelligent  desire  and 
expectation  of  all  necessary  good  in  the  life  that 
now  is,  of  all  conceivable  good  in  the  life  that  is 
to  come, — founded  on  the  perfections  and  promises 
of  God,  and  the  mediatorial  work  of  his  Son, — 
all  of  which  comes  to  us  through  the  Bible  ? 
What  is  patience,  but  the  quiet  endurance  of 
trials,  in  view  of  the  assurance  that  God  ordains 
our  lot,  and  that  all  things  shall  work  together 
for  good  to  them  that  love  Him?  And  what  is 
true  Christian  zeal,  but  an  earnest  desire  to  do 
God's  will  from  considerations  which  the  Bible 
alone  reveals  and  enforces  ?  And  thus  it  is  with 
every  Christian  grace — each  derives  its  aliment 
from  God's  truth — and  just  in  proportion  to  the 
intelligence,  simplicity  and  tenacity  with  which 
the  truth  is  held,  will  be  the  harmony  and  effi- 
ciency which  the  religious  character  will  assume. 
Of  course,  where  a  full  Christian  maturity  is 
reached,  the  truth,  not  merely  in  its  general  prin- 
ciples, but  in  its  minute  details,  must  not  only 
gain  a  permanent  dwelling  in  the  mind,  but  must 
become  incorporated  with  the  habits  of  daily 
thought,  and  be  constantly  appropriated  for  the 
development  and  nurture  of  the  spiritual  life. 
Another  essential  requisite  to  the  full  maturity 


6 

of  religious  character  is  a,  heart  deeply  imbued  with 
love  to  Christ.  As  the  Christian  character  is  one 
consistent  and  harmonious  whole,  so  the  several 
graces  of  which  it  is  composed  necessarily  imply 
and  involve  each  other ;  and  thus  the  presence  of 
any  one  of  these  graces  becomes  a  pledge  of  at 
least  the  germ,  and  ultimately  the  perfection,  of 
all  the  rest.  And  no  one  of  them,  surely,  is  more 
elevated  in  its  nature,  more  comprehensive  in  its 
relations,  more  controlling  in  its  influence,  than 
love  to  Christ.  For  this  is  an  affection  which 
recognizes  the  Brightness  of  the  Father's  glory 
and  the  express  image  of  his  Person  as  its  object ; 
which  brings  its  possessor  into  intimate  fellow- 
ship, not  only  with  the  Saviour  towards  whom  it 
is  immediately  directed,  but  with  the  whole  com- 
munity of  the  saints,  both  on  earth  and  in 
Heaven,  and  the  innumerable  company  of  angels 
who  minister  around  the  throne ;  and,  finally, 
which  acts  as  a  mighty  power  in  purifying  and 
invigorating  all  the  other  graces,  and  in  impart- 
ing to  the  soul  a  rich  foretaste  of  Heaven,  while 
it  is  yet  here  in  the  house  of  its  pilgrimage. 
This  vital  principle  of  love  to  Christ  every  true 
Christian  possesses ;  but  he  only  who  possesses 
it  in  an  eminent  degree  has  reached  the  point 


which  we  are  contemplating.  Not  till  the  char- 
acter of  Christ,  as  revealed  in  the  Gospel,  be- 
comes the  object  of  our  earnest  and  loving 
thought ;  not  till  the  work  which  occupied  Him 
on  earth,  and  which  He  is  still  carrying  forward 
in  Heaven,  becomes  unceasingly  the  theme  of 
our  grateful  praises ;  not  till  our  hearts  learn  to 
kindle  with  rapture  at  the  thought  of  going  up 
to  dwell  in  the  light  of  his  throne,  have  we  a 
right  to  claim  for  ourselves  that  full  Christian 
maturity  which  our  text  contemplates.  When 
we  have  that  evidence,  which  casts  out  all  appre- 
hension, that  Christ  has  the  throne  in  our  hearts, 
then  are  we  conscious  of  being  ready,  whenever 
God  will,  to  put  on  the  white  robes,  and  join  in 
the  immortal  song  of  the  glorified. 

Yet  another  thing  necessary  to  a  full  Christian 
maturity  is  a  life,  thoroughly  conformed  to  the  pre- 
cepts of  the  Gospel.  All  right  feeling  has  its 
foundation  in  intelligence,  and  its  results  in 
action.  The  Gospel  requires  of  us  a  certain  state 
of  the  heart,  which,  while  it  is  identified  with 
the  reception  of  God's  truth,  forms  the  pledge  of 
a  course  of  external  obedience.  But,  besides  the 
provision  which  it  thus  makes  for  the  regulation 
of  the  outward  life,  by  requiring  a  habit  of  in- 


ward  purity  and  benevolence,  it  contains  many 
positive  directions,  designed  to  act  immediately 
upon  our  external  conduct.  There  are  precepts 
which  define,  with  all  needful  precision,  the 
duties  which  devolve  upon  us  in  our  various  rela- 
tions ;  and  the  observance  of  these  precepts, 
while  it  includes  a  reverent  and  submissive 
recognition  of  the  Divine  authority,  thus  taking 
on  the  form  of  obedience,  reacts,  with  mighty 
energy,  upon  the  living  principle  in  which  it 
originates — and  thus  the  renovating  process  in 
the  outer,  and  that  in  the  inner,  life  advance 
together.  In  every  instance  in  which  the  Gospel, 
as  a  new  creating  influence,  takes  effect,  the  obli- 
gation to  the  duties  which  Christianity  enjoins 
is  practically  acknowledged ;  and  the  actions  of 
the  life  proclaim,  more  or  less  distinctly,  the 
presence  of  a  sanctifying  power  in  the  heart. 
But  where  the  full  maturity  of  the  Divine  life  is 
reached,  and  the  stature  of  a  perfect  person  in 
Christ  well-nigh  attained,  there  we  look  for  the 
rarer  exhibitions  of  holiness  ;  for  all  the  Christian 
graces  harmoniously  and  impressively  acted  out 
in  the  life.  While  the  heart  is  kept  with  all 
diligence,  and  is  ever  breathing  the  spirit  of  devo- 
tion, there  is  a  watch  set  at  the  door  of  the  lips, 
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and  the  mind  is  always  busy  in  forming  good 
plans  and  purposes,  and  the  hands  are  always 
nerved  for  their  execution,  and  the  whole  man 
lives  and  moves  habitually  in  the  path  which  his 
Saviour  has  marked  out,  and  under  the  influence 
of  a  spirit  of  cheerful  self-consecration.  Show 
me  an  individual  whose  life  is  thus  in  strict  har- 
mony with  the  Divine  requirements,  and  I  will 
show  you  one  who  has  reached  the  point  indi- 
cated in  our  text, — that  of  a  full  Christian  ma- 
turity. 

II.  I  pass  to  the  second  inquiry  proposed, — 
namely, — By  what  means  is  this  high  attainment  to  be 
made  ? 

The  first  thing  necessary  is  vigorous  effort  on 
the  part  of  the  individual  himself — and  this  is  mani- 
fest, whether  we  consider  the  nature  of  the  work, 
or  the  circumstances  in  which  it  is  to  be  per- 
formed. I  say  nothing  here  of  that  struggle 
through  which  the  soul  passes  in  the  regenerating 
process — I  limit  myself  to  the  work  on  which  the 
Christian  enters  in  the  act  of  becoming  a  Chris- 
tian— and  of  this  I  say  that,  whether  it  be  con- 
sidered as  a  work  within  him  or  without  him,  it 
demands  earnest  and  ceaseless  effort.  His  own 
2 
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moral  nature,  though  cast  into  a  new  mould,  and 
endued  with  holy  tendencies,  is  still  the  seat  of  a 
lingering  malady;  insomuch  that  even  an  Apostle, 
in  referring  to  the  power  of  his  own  inward  cor- 
ruptions, exclaimed, — "  Oh  wretched  man  that  I 
am,  who  shall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this 
death  ?"  There  are  evil  thoughts  that  still  seek 
a  lodgment  in  the  mind ;  there  are  evil  affections 
that  still  claim  the  dominion  of  the  heart ;  there 
are  evil  purposes  that  sometimes  steal  insensibly 
into  the  soul ;  and  to  resist,  and  crucify,  and  ex- 
terminate these,  must  put  in  requisition  the 
highest  energies  of  our  nature.  And  then  there 
is  a  work  of  mighty  import  to  be  performed 
without — the  new  creation  within  is  designed  as 
a  preparation  for  enlisting  in  the  active  service 
of  Christ,  in  whatever  field  He  may  have  ap- 
pointed that  we  should  labour.  There  are  innu- 
merable evils  to  be  cured ;  there  are  urgent 
necessities  to  be  provided  for ;  there  is  a  throng 
of  wretched  and  perishing  sinners  to  be  arrested 
in  their  mad  career  ;  there  is  the  Gospel,  the 
great  healer  of  man's  moral  maladies,  to  be  car- 
ried to  the  ends  of  the  earth;  there  is  the  glory 
of  the  gracious  Mediator  to  be  gratefully  and 
reverently  recognized  by  all  the  nations.     And 
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does  not  this  vast  and  almost  endlessly  diversified 
work  require  vigorous  effort  on  the  part  of  those 
on  whom  it  devolves  ? 

But  if  this  is  manifest  from  the  nature  of  the 
work  itself,  it  becomes  still  more  so,  when  we 
consider  the  circumstances  which  attend  the  per- 
formance of  it — I  refer  particularly  to  the  fact 
that,  at  every  step,  the  Christian  is  met  with 
opposing  influences.  This  is  true  in  respect  to 
his  work  within — the  gracious  principle  finds 
itself  in  an  uncongenial  atmosphere,  and  com- 
pelled to  encounter  hostile  forces  which  still 
hold  their  place  in  the  soul ;  and,  to  make  steady 
progress  in  the  Divine  life,  in  the  face  of  this 
opposition,  requires  a  measure  of  watchfulness, 
and  diligence,  and  firmness,  to  which  it  is  not 
easy  to  fix  a  limit.  And,  then,  against  how 
many  hindrances  does  the  Christian  have  to 
move,  in  sustaining  and  advancing  the  cause  of 
truth  and  righteousness  in  the  world!  How  all 
the  powers  of  evil  seem  sometimes  to  array 
themselves  against  some  enterprise  that  has  for 
its  object  the  triumph  of  some  particular  form  of 
virtue !  How  even  the  professed  friends  of  reli- 
gion, not  unfrequently,  from  mistaken  views  or 
unworthy  prejudices,  oppose  barriers  to  its  pro- 
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gress !  Is  it  to  be  supposed  that,  under  such  cir- 
.  cumstances,  the  work  to  which  the  Christian  is 
appointed  in  the  world,  should  succeed,  unless 
his  faculties  are  kept  in  steady  and  vigorous 
exercise  1 

I  say,  then,  whether  we  look  at  the  work  itself, 
or  at  the  untoward  circumstances  which  meet  us 
in  the  performance  of  it,  we  are  impelled  to  the 
conclusion  that  nothing  but  an  active,  earnest, 
though  of  course  dependent,  spirit,  can  form  any 
pledge  of  its  success.  And  this  spirit  must  ope- 
rate in  the  way  of  watchfulness  against  all 
ensnaring  influences ;  of  diligence  in  the  culture 
of  all  the  Christian  graces;  of  heroic  resolution 
in  sustaining  and  helping  forward  the  interests 
of  Christ's  Kingdom.  I  do  not  say  that  one  may 
not  be  a  Christian,  who  is  lamentably  deficient 
in  the  spirit  of  which  I  am  speaking — for  we 
know  that  there  are  some  who  will  be  saved  so 
as  by  fire — but  I  do  say  that,  without  a  large 
portion  of  it,  no  one  can  hope  to  attain  to  a  full 
maturity  in  the  Christian  life. 

Another  efficient  auxiliary  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  object,  is  the  providential  ordering  of 
the  Christian's  lot.  As  our  earthly  condition  is 
determined  by  circumstances    that   seem    to  be 


partly  within  our  own  control,  and  partly  under 
the  direction  of  others,  and,  as  many  of  the 
events  of  our  lives,  from  their  unlooked  for  occur- 
rence, take  on  an  apparently  casual  form,  there 
is  danger  that,  if  we  do  not  practically  ignore 
the  providence  of  God  altogether,  our  views  of  it 
will  at  least  fall  very  far  below  the  actual  reality. 
But,  if  the  teachings  of  Scripture  or  even  Reason 
are  to  be  heeded,  we  cannot  resist  the  conclusion 
that  every  thing,  pertaining  to  our  earthly  lot, 
is  arranged  by  infinite  wisdom  and  controlled  by 
almighty  power,  without  at  all  infringing  the 
laws  of  human  freedom.  And,  as  every  thing 
pertaining  to  the  present  looks  towards  the 
future,  so  our  providential  allotments  are  deter- 
mined with  reference  to  our  characters.  The 
Christian,  during  his  pilgrimage,  finds  himself  in 
an  ever  changing  state, — subjected  to  influences 
varied,  powerful,  often  conflicting.  Here  the 
world  smiles  upon  him,  and  there  is  every  thing 
around  to  awaken  his  gratitude — there  the  same 
world  casts  upon  him  its  withering  frown,  and 
demonstrates  its  own  utter  unworthiness  of  beinir 
trusted.  Here  he  is  surrounded  with  those  who 
sympathize  with  his  hopes,  and  joys,  and  sorrows, 
and  are  fellow  helpers  with  him  unto  the  King- 
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dom  of  God — there  lie  is  left  to  do  his  Lord's 
work  alone, — possibly  has  to  encounter  a  vigor- 
ous and  malignant  opposition.  To  day  his  dwell- 
ing is  cheered  by  the  voice  of  health  and  glad- 
ness, and  by  the  grateful  and  loving  smiles  of  all 
its  inmates — to-morrow  some  one  or  more  of 
those  loved  ones  lies  wrapped  in  death-robes,  and 
the  whole  circle  are  putting  on  the  badges  of 
bereavement.  These  are  but  a  specimen  of  the 
changes  to  which  human  life  is  constantly  sub- 
ject; but  each  condition  in  which  the  Christian 
is  placed,  including  every  circumstance  attending 
it,  is  fitted  to  act  upon  the  inner  man ; — to  cor- 
rect some  error,  or  develop  some  grace,  and  ulti- 
mately to  purify  and  exalt  the  whole  character. 
Now  the  Christian,  who  has  reached  the  point 
which  our  text  contemplates,  has  been,  it  may 
be  during  a  long  life,  under  the  tutelage  and  dis- 
cipline of  Divine  Providence ;  and,  by  a  gracious 
commingling  of  mercies  and  afflictions,  by  an 
arrangement  of  circumstances  best  accommodated 
to  the  wants  of  his  spiritual  nature,  his  training 
for  immortality  has  been  successfully  carried 
forward.  Many  an  aged  disciple,  on  the  verge 
of  Heaven,  has  recalled,  among  the  subjects  of 
thanksgiving,  the  fact  of  his  having  been  kept, 
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during  nearly  his  whole  life,  in  the  school  of 
adversity;  for  he  has  taken  lessons  there,  which 
have  not  only  made  it  an  easy  thing  for  him  to 
die,  but  have  fitted  him  to  take  at  once  an  ad- 
vanced position  among  the  glorified. 

But  the  crowning  agency  in  bringing  forward 
the  Christian  to  the  full  maturity  of  the  spiritual 
life,  is  that  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  To  this  all  other 
agencies,  or  means,  however  necessary,  are  sub- 
ordinate. The  Christian  labours  diligently  and 
perseveringly,  in  the  use  of  all  the  means  of 
grace,  for  the  culture  of  his  own  good  affections 
and  for  the  spiritual  benefit  of  his  fellow  men ; 
but  his  efforts,  in  each  case,  must  derive  their  ul- 
timate efficacy  from  being  seconded  and  crowned 
by  an  influence  from  on  high.  So  also  the  dis- 
pensations of  Providence,  in  the  form  of  both 
mercies  and  afflictions,  are  eminently  fitted  to 
give  a  spiritual  directions  to  the  mind  and  the 
heart;  and  yet  this  effect  is  never,  in  the  highest 
sense,  secured,  without  the  Spirit's  concurring 
power.  In  short,  this  Divine  Agent,  whatever 
subordinate  agents  He  may  employ,  is  the  origi- 
nator, conductor,  finisher  of  the  work,  which  has 
its  earthly  consummation  in  a  state  of  full  spir- 
itual maturity,  and  which  finally  exalts  its  sub- 
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ject  to  that  more  glorious  state,  in  which  his  na- 
ture shall  be  thoroughly  perfected,  and  he  shall 
be  made  like  unto  the  angels. 

As  I  have  passed  over  the  several  branches  of 
my  subject,  I  doubt  not  that  many  of  you  have 
recognized  a  striking  illustration  of  the  life  and 
character  of  that  venerable  person  whom  this 
discourse  is  especially  designed  to  commemorate. 
I  will  not  dissemble  the  fact  that  I  shall  give 
utterance  to  my  convictions  concerning  her  under 
a  feeling  of  restraint;  for  I  shall  be  obliged  to 
say  that,  which  her  great  humility  and  modesty 
would  certainly  have  forbidden ;  but  I  cannot 
doubt  that  she  would  have  justified  my  motive 
in  thus  speaking  of  her,  which  is  nothing  less 
than  to  protract  and  intensify  her  good  influence 
on  earth,  while  slie  is  rejoicing  before  the  throne. 

I  am  sure  that  I  shall  meet  with  a  ready  re- 
sponse from  all  who  knew  Mrs.  Prentice,  when 
I  say  that  she  was  favoured  with  rare  natural 
endowments.  Her  mind  was  at  once  quick  in  its 
perceptions  and  rapid  in  its  movements,  and  yet 
closely  observant  and  deeply  reflective — she  was 
constantly  accumulating  fresh  material  for 
thought,  and  she  was  as  constantly  turning  it  to 
account,  as  a  means  of  intellectual  growth  and 
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activity.  Her  judgment,  on  all  subjects  that 
came  within  her  range,  was  eminently  sound  and 
trustworthy.  Her  thoughts,  as  well  as  her  man- 
ner of  expressing  them,  were  often  strikingly 
original ;  insomuch  that  I  scarcely  ever  had  an 
interview  with  her,  but  that  she  lodged  some- 
thing among  my  own  thoughts,  that  remained  as 
matter  for  subsequent  reflection.  Her  memory, 
for  retentiveness  and  exactness,  was  well-nigh 
without  a  parallel.  As  an  illustration  of  this, 
allow  me  to  state  a  fact  which  fell  under  my  own 
observation.  Some  three  years  since,  when 
she  had  nearly  reached  the  age  of  ninety,  I  was 
passing  a  Sabbath  in  Brooklyn,  on  an  exchange, 
and  enjoyed  the  hospitalities  of  her  house.  On 
Sunday  morning,  she  said  to  me,  with  an  air  of 
great  solemnity, — "  I  shall  not  go  to  hear  you 
preach  to-day — I  have  thought  much  of  it,  but 
my  hearing  is  so  imperfect,  and  I  should  feel  so 
ill  at  home  in  a  strange  church,  that  I  have  made 
up  my  mind  that  it  is  not  my  duty  to  go."  I  re- 
plied that,  if  it  would  be  any  gratification  to  her, 
I  would  read  to  her  a  sermon  in  the  course  of  the 
day ;  but  to  this  she  strongly  objected,  on  the 
ground  that  the  effort  would  overtask  my  strength. 
3 


18 
I  succeeded,  however,  in  removing  her  scruples 
so  far  that  she  very  gratefully  consented  to  listen 
to  the  sermon.  While  I  was  reading,  I  noticed 
that  she  seemed  to  be  giving  the  most  earnest  at- 
tention; and,  when  I  had  finished,  her  first  utter- 
ance was, — "  How  long  since  you  preached  that 
sermon?"  I  replied,  —  "About  twenty-five 
years."  Said  she, — "  I  remembered  it  so  dis- 
tinctly that  I  could  nearly  anticipate  the  sen- 
tences." To  the  qualities  already  mentioned  I 
may  add  an  heroic  strength  of  purpose,  that 
eminently  qualified  her  for  the  greater  exigencies 
of  life  ;  though  it  must  be  acknowledged  that, 
while  this  was  an  original  attribute  of  her  na- 
ture, it  was  improved,  mellowed,  directed,  by  the 
power  of  Divine  Grace. 

Let  me  now  speak  of  her  life,  including  only 
so  much  of  its  history  as  is  necessary  to  illus- 
trate its  character. 

And  my  first  remark  is,  that  she  had  an  un- 
commonly long  life.  She  was  the  contemporary 
of  three  generations,  and  had  filled  up  the  pro- 
tracted period  of  ninety-two  years  and  nearly 
nine  months.  Though  the  sjDhere  in  which 
she  moved  was  always  comparatively  lim- 
ited, yet  so  close  was  her  habit  of  observation, 
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and  so  great  the  interest  she  took  in  passing- 
events,  that  her  mind  had  become  a  vast  store- 
house of  facts  and  incidents  illustrative  of  the 
history  of  almost  an  entire  century.  She  re- 
membered well  the  commencement  of  the  period 
of  modern  revivals ;  and  had  marked  the  changes 
which  have  successively  taken  place  in  the  man- 
agement of  them ;  and  was  far  from  believing 
that  every  change  had  been  an  improvement. 
She  began  life  just  before  the  opening  of  the  Revo- 
lution, and  closed  it  just  after  the  termination  of 
the  late  terrible  conflict.  Her  recollections  of  the 
former  were  only  vague  and  shadowy,  though  she 
had  brought  along  with  her  a  large  accumulation 
of  facts  pertaining  to  that  period,  which  she  had 
gathered  from  those  who  had  been  active  in  its 
scenes.  Her  interest  in  the  latter,  extending 
even  to  its  daily  details,  would  not  have  dishon- 
oured any  statesman  in  the  land.  She  watched 
every  movement  with  an  intelligent  and  scruti- 
nizing apprehension  of  what  was  to  follow  ;  and 
when  the  blood  stopped  flowing,  and  the  glorious 
end  was  reached,  that  heart,  which  had  been 
beating  for  more  than  ninety-two  years,  awoke, 
in  spite  of  the  progress  of  intellectual  decay,  in 
warm  and  vigorous  pulsations,  to  gratitude  and 
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praise.  Her  life  covered  a  period,  in  the  politi- 
cal and  religious  history  of  our  country,  of  far 
greater  interest  than  any  that  had  preceded  it ; 
and  we  would  fain  hope  that  a  portion  of  it  has 
been  of  sadder  interest  than  any  that  is  yet  to 
come. 

She  lived  an  eminently  godly  life.  Though 
she  had  a  strictly  religious  education,  and 
was  of  a  thoughtful  turn  from  early  child- 
hood, she  never  made  a  public  profession  of 
her  faith  until  after  her  marriage;  but,  from 
that  time  till  the  day  of  her  death,  she  always 
showed  herself  a  devout,  consistent,  earnest  dis- 
ciple. Her  Christian  character  was  strongly 
marked  by  intelligence ;  the  secret  of  which  lay 
in  the  fact  that  she  was,  from  the  very  com- 
mencement of  her  religious  life,  an  indefatigable 
student  of  God's  word.  The  truths  of  the  Bible 
lay  in  her  mind  as  so  much  well  arranged  mate- 
rial, which  she  was  able  to  take  up  and  use  at 
pleasure,  to  strengthen  and  mature  the  spiritual 
life.  So  conscientious  was  she  in  the  strict  main- 
tenance of  the  habit  of  private  devotion,  that 
even  the  most  urgent  temporal  concerns  were 
not  allowed  to  interfere  with  it;  and  the  regu- 
larity and  fervour  with  which  she  performed  this 
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service,  no  doubt   formed  the   channel   through 
which  extraordinary  strength  was  imparted  to 
her  for  the  discharge  of  the  whole  circle  of  her 
duties.  If  she  had  any  one  grace  in  greater  promi- 
nence than  any  other,  perhaps  it  was  humility. 
While  she  would  be  uttering  expressions,  indica- 
tive alike  of  the  most  mature  Christian  experi- 
ence, and  of  well  digested  and  even  profound  re- 
liaious  thought,  there  would  be  that  in  her  whole 
manner  and  bearing  that  would  seem  to  say  that 
she  was  less  than  the  least  of  all  saints.     The 
ordinances  of  religion  were  a  mighty  attraction 
to  her — she  attended  upon  them  not  merely  as  a 
matter  of  form,  nor  yet  merely  for  conscience 
sake,  but  with  the  highest  appreciation  of  their 
intrinsic   value,   and   with   the  full   expectation 
that  through  them  she  was  to  be  brought  into 
nearer  communion  with  her  God,  and  to  be  fa- 
voured with  fresh  tokens  of  his  love  and  blessing. 
She  had  great  pleasure  in  Christian  intercourse ; 
for,  though  her  spirituality  never  assumed  a  mor- 
bid hue,  and  did  not  keep  her  away  from  the  in- 
nocent cheerful  scenes  of  social  life,  yet  she  was 
never  more  at  home  than  when  holding  familiar 
converse  with  some  Christian  friend  in  respect 
to  the  inward  wants  and  habitudes  of  the  soul. 
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Her  ruling  passion  was  in  the  direction  of  duty 
— the  great  question, — "  What  the  Lord  would 
have  her  to  do," — being  satisfactorily  answered, 
a  plain  path  seemed  to  open  before  her,  in  which 
she  moved  forward  with  alacrity  and  confidence. 
She  had  a  remarkably  useful  life.  No  one  that 
I  have  ever  known,  has  seemed  to  realize,  more 
fully  than  she  did,  the  great  idea  of  human  re- 
sponsibility, especially  the  obligation  that  de- 
volves on  all  the  disciples  of  Christ  to  consecrate 
themselves  to  Him  in  a  course  of  benevolence 
and  self  denial.  In  close  imitation  of  her  Divine 
Master,  she  went  about  doing  good.  In  several 
of  the  churches  to  which  she  has  belonged,  she 
has  been  recognized  as  a  pillar,  and  in  respect  to 
one  at  least,  her  presence  is  said  to  have  been, 
under  God,  the  chief  element  of  its  success.  She 
was  especially  thoughtful  of  the  wants  of  minis- 
ters of  the  Gospel;  and  towards  more  than  one 
she  has  manifested  that  thoughtfulness,  either  by 
some  substantial  offering  of  charity,  or  by  some 
delicate  and  kindly  memorial.  But  for  nothing, 
perhaps,  in  the  way  of  active  usefulness,  was  her 
life  more  signalized,  than  the  continuous  efforts 
which  she  put  forth,  in  her  old  age,  in  aid  of  the 
establishment  of   Sunday  Schools  in  the  South 
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West.  Having  become  acquainted  with  the  be- 
nevolent mission  of  the  excellent  Mr.  McCul- 
lough,  in  Kentucky,  she  resolved  on  becoming 
his  coadjutor  to  the  extent  of  her  ability ;  and 
she  actually  sent  him,  in  aid  of  his  object,  not 
less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  as  the 
product  of  her  own  handiwork,  after  she  was 
eighty  years  of  age.  She  was  also,  through 
that  most  respectable  agent,  the  originator 
of  a  Presbyterian  Church  in  an  extremely 
destitute  region ; —  a  church  that  bears  her 
name,  and  that  has  already  gathered  consid- 
erable strength,  and  seems  destined  to  accom- 
plish an  important  work.  Indeed,  I  may  say 
with  confidence  that,  wherever  she  has  lived,  she 
has  left  monuments  of  her  active  benevolence 
behind  her.  Her  charity,  in  its  deeds,  reached 
far ;  but,  in  its  spirit,  it  embraced  the  world. 

She  had  an  exceedingly  happy  life.  No  doubt 
the  foundation  of  this  was  laid,  to  a  considerable 
extent,  in  her  original  constitution — she  had  a 
naturally  equable,  cheerful,  contented  spirit, 
which  had  within  itself  the  elements  of  joy. 
But  had  not  this  spirit  been  baptized  into  a  deep 
Christian  experience,  she  never  could  have  been 
the  happy  being  that  she  actually  was.     Her  un- 
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limited  confidence  in  the  providence  of  God  made 
her  happy.  Her  strong  faith  in  the  grace  and 
merits  of  her  Redeemer  made  her  happy.  Her 
free  intercourse  with  Heaven,  her  steady  growth 
in  grace,  her  undoubting  anticipations  of  the  joy 
unspeakable  and  eternal,  all  conspired  to  make 
her  happy.  Without  the  slightest  tendency  to  a 
self-righteous  ostentation,  she  could  not  move 
about  without  diffusing  around  her  the  savour  of 
a  cheerful  piety.  If,  at  any  time,  she  came 
within  the  range  of  any  disturbing  influence,  she 
would  meet  it  by  the  repetition  of  that  beautiful 
Psalm, — "  The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd,"  or  some 
similar  portion  of  Scripture.  Nearly  the  whole 
of  Watts'  Psalms  and  Hymns  were  treasured  in 
her  memory  ;  and,  with  her  naturally  fine  musi- 
cal powers,  she  drew  from  this  sacred  deposit,  to 
relieve  herself  from  any  feeling  of  despondency 
that  might  occasionally  come  over  her ;  and, 
sometimes,  as  an  expression  of  joy  in  her  Re- 
deemer, she  literally  sung  songs  in  the  dead  of 
night.  So,  too,  she  was  constantly  cheered  by 
the  results  of  her  benevolent  labours;  by  the  as- 
surance that  there  were  spots  in  the  wilderness 
that  were  budding  and  blossoming  into  spiritual 
beauty,    through    her    instrumentality ;    by   the 
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blessings  of  many  ready  to  perish  that  were 
heaped  upon  her.  She  was  also  singularly  blest 
in  her  friends.  She  had  a  highly  respectable 
Christian  parentage,  and  grew  up  under  influ- 
ences well  fitted  to  develop  and  direct  her  own 
superior  qualities.  By  her  marriage  she  became 
allied  to  a  man  of  great  purity,  modesty,  and 
general  excellence,  and  withal  of  an  eminently 
thoughtful  and  reflecting  habit,  with  whom  she 
travelled  on  the  journey  of  life  in  perfect  harmony, 
and  from  whom  she  parted  at  last,  in  the  joyful  hope 
of  meeting  him  in  Heaven.  Of  her  children  their 
presence  forbids  me  to  say  more  than  that  they 
were  the  joy  of  her  heart  to  the  last ;  that,  while 
she  lived,  they  knew  no  greater  happiness  than 
to  act  towards  her  the  part  of  ministering  angels, 
and,  now  that  she  is  dead,  it  is  their  delight  to 
preserve  the  record  of  her  virtues  and  her  coun- 
sels in  both  their  memories  and  their  hearts. 
And  to  crown  all,  she  filled  up  the  measure  of 
her  earthly  happiness  in  her  calm  and  saintly 
approach  to  the  grave.  Her  faculties  had  indeed 
begun  essentially  to  wane ;  but,  while  conscious- 
ness lasted,  nothing  could  make  her  oblivious  of 
God's  gracious  promises;  and  she  loved  to  linger 
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about  the  cross,  with  her  eye  fixed  upon  Heaven. 
And  when  the  last  conflict  came,  though  there 
was  no  intelligent  blissful  utterance  to  fall  upon 
the  bleeding  hearts  that  were  waiting  around  her 
death-bed,  all  felt  that  the  moment  of  departure 
was  the  moment  of  translation  ;  and  that  the 
spirit  which  had  been  darkened  into  unconscious- 
ness in  the  death  struggle,  was  pouring  forth  its 
first  notes  of  immortal  joy  the  moment  it  had 
gained  its  release. 

I  only  add  that  our  revered  friend  hadxi  highly 
honoured  life.  I  do  not  mean  that  she  was  hon- 
oured in  the  sense  of  being  an  historic  celebrity ; 
and  yet  I  speak  advisedly  when  I  say  that  I  be- 
lieve she  possessed  qualities,  which,  under  other 
circumstances,  might  have  placed  her  beside  Isa- 
bella Graham,  or  any  other  of  the  most  distin- 
guished females  which  our  country  can  boast. 
Every  community  in  which  she  has  lived  has 
honoured  her;  for  her  character  was  one  which 
could  not  be  known  without  being  honoured. 
The  ministers  of  Christ  who  have  successively 
broken  to  her  the  bread  of  life  have  honoured 
her;  and  none  more  than  the  evangelical,  elo- 
quent, and  now  lamented,  Dr.  Bethune,  whom 
she,   in    turn,    regarded    with    reverential    love. 
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She  was  honoured  by  the  great  multitude  of 
Christian  disciples,  with  whom  she  has  mingled 
in  exercises  of  devotion,  and  deeds  of  charity, 
and  acts  of  fellowship;  all  of  whom,  in  propor- 
tion to  their  knowledge  of  her  character,  have 
recognized  her  as  a  model  saint.  She  was  hon- 
oured by  the  admiring  and  grateful  expressions 
that  came  back  to  her  from  persons  of  all  classes, 
whom  her  generous  and  self-sa,crificing  spirit  had 
benefitted,  through  the  establishment  of  Sunday 
Schools; — one  of  which  was  this  remarkable 
declaration  of  an  aged  woman  —  "If  I  ever 
reach  Heaven,  the  first  person  I  will  inquire  for 
shall  be  that  dear  old  lady."  I  doubt  not  that 
her  death-bed  was  honoured  by  the  presence  of 
angels  ;  and  what  an  honour  is  that  which  her 
Redeemer  puts  upon  her  now,  in  not  only  admit- 
ting her  to  his  blissful  presence,  but  in  acknow- 
ledging her  as  a  bright  gem  in  his  Mediatorial 
crown !  Truly  she  has  come  down  to  her  grave 
in  a  full  age,  like  as  a  shock  of  corn  cometh  in  in 
his  season ;  but  this  is  only  one  way  of  announc- 
ing the  fact  that  she  has  gone  up  to  take  posses- 
sion of  one  of  the  Heavenly  mansions,  and  to 
receive  a  gracious  reward,  proportioned  to  her 
extraordinary  and  long  continued  fidelity. 


28 

In  review  of  the  ground  we  have  passed  over, 
and  especially  of  the  character  I  have  attempted 
to  trace,  can  we  forbear  to  exclaim, — How  vener- 
able, how  beautiful  is  a  truly  Christian  old  age  1 
Mark  that  mother  in  Israel,  who  is  girded  for  her 
meeting  with  death,  and  yet  is  waiting  all  the 
days  of  her  appointed  time  till  her  change  come. 
The  seeds  from  which  have  sprung  those  ripe 
fruits  of  righteousness,  were  sown  by  the  hand 
of  parental  love,  while  her  heart  was  yet  beating 
in  infantile  pulsations.  The  plants  of  piety 
began  to  appear  in  her  j^outh,  and  they  became 
more  vigorous  and  flourishing  with  the  lapse  of 
years.  Ere  long,  through  a  wise  and  careful  cul- 
ture, seconded  by  an  influence  from  above,  they 
reach  a  full  maturity ;  and  now  they  are  giving 
forth  their  fruits  in  rich  abundance,  to  grace  and 
hallow  her  old  age.  Here  are  faith,  hope,  love, 
joy,  humility,  meekness, — all  the  Christian 
graces,  shining  out  in  beautiful  harmony, — the 
appropriate  dress  of  a  soul,  just  ready  to  ascend. 
The  infirmities  of  age,  in  themselves  burdensome, 
only  serve  to  throw  her  Christian  character  into 
a  brighter  light.  Her  example  is  purity ;  her 
words  are  wisdom;  and  even  the  thoughtless 
pause,  and  ponder  both  her  utterances  and  her 
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acts.  She  loves  to  think  and  speak  of  herself  as 
a  monument  of  abounding,  redeeming  mercy. 
She  looks  down  upon  the  dark  stream  that  di- 
vides earth  from  Heaven,  almost  at  her  feet ;  but 
her  faith  falters  not;  her  joy  sometimes  mounts 
up  to  ecstacy.  Though  on  the  eve  of  becoming 
an  inhabitant  of  Heaven,  she  remembers  with 
gratitude  that  her  life  on  earth  will  be  perpetu- 
ated through  innumerable  influences,  which  she 
has  been  privileged  to  originate,  but  which  it 
comes  not  within  the  province  of  death  to  extin- 
guish. She  stands  in  serene  dignity  and  trust, 
looking  off  towards  the  Heavenly  city,  while  the 
angels  are  ready,  at  a  moment's  warning,  to  bear 
her  away.  Thou  venerable  saint,  well  may  all 
who  come  within  the  range  of  thine  influence, 
while  they  walk  in  the  footsteps  of  thy  faith, 
greet  thee  with  their  reverential  regards !  Well 
may  those  especially  who  recognize  in  thee  a 
mother  by  blood,  bow  down  before  thee  in  every 
act  of  filial  devotion  and  love  ;  and  after  they 
have  performed  for  thee  the  last  office,  in  com- 
mitting thy  body  to  its  final  resting  place,  well 
may  they  look  gratefully  after  the  hand  that  has 
led  them,  and  think  tenderly  of  the  spirit  that 
has  breathed   comfort  and  blessing   upon  them, 
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and  consecrate  that  hour  of  sadness,  by  a  fresh 
resolution  that  they  will  neither  pause  nor  falter 
in  the  path  of  life  till  they  too  are  gathered  into 
the  community  of  the  ransomed ! 


NOTE. 


The  following  outline  of  the  life  of  Mrs.  Prentice, 
containing  facts  not  included  in  the  Discourse,  will,  it 
is  presumed,  he  acceptable  to  her  friends  : 

She  was  born  in  Newport,  N.  H.,  on  the  23d  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1773.  Her  parents — Ezra  and  Sybil  (Hill)  Par- 
melee — were  natives  of  Killingworth,  Conn.;  and, 
shortly  after  their  marriage  in  1768,  removed  to  the 
place  of  her  birth,  which  was  then  almost  an  unbroken 
wilderness.  Here  they  had  the  usual  experience  of  pio- 
neers, both  in  peace  and  in  war.  Schools  were  soon 
established,  and  a  church  formed,  of  which  they  were 
among  the  most  active  and  influential  members.  Their 
house  was  distinguished  for  intelligence,  order,  hospi- 
tality and  religion.  Though  the  advantages  for  educa- 
tion in  the  neighbourhood  were  limited,  the  daughter  was, 
for  some  time,  a  pupil  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Remely,  who  had 
his  home  in  her  father's  family,  and,  with  her  intense 
love  of  knowledge,  she  became,  by  this  means,  quite  a 
proficient  in  the  branches  then  commonly  taught.  She 
was  married  in  1794,  to  Sartell  Prentice,  son  of  Judge 
Nathaniel  Sartell  Prentice,  of  Alstead,  N.  H. 

Of  the  particular  history  of  her  religious  exercises, 
previous  to  her  making  a  profession  of  religion,  nothing 
is  known  except  that  she  emerged  from  a.  state  of  deep 
distress  into  the  joy  and  peace  in  believing.  In  1808 
she  united  with  a  Congregational  Church  in  Alstead, 
under  the  pastoral  care  of  the  Rev.  Levi  Lankton.  With 
this  church  she  continued  her  relation  until  1816,  when 
she  transferred  it  to  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Canton, 
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St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  whither  she  and  her  family 
had  meanwhile  removed.  The  church  with  which  she  now 
became  connected  was  in  a  very  depressed  state,  and  barely 
hud  an  existence;  and  it  was  in  no  small  degree  through 
her  influence  that  it  became  endued  with  fresh  life,  and 
had  the  regular  administration  of  Christian  ordinances 
secured  to  it.  Though  her  husband  was  not  at  that  time 
a  professor  of  religion,  Irs  heart  was  much  in  the  work 
to  which  she  was  so  earnestly  devoted,  and  he  showed 
himself  ready  to  co-operate  with  her  hy  every  means  in 
his  power. 

From  Canton  Mrs.  Prentice  removed,  with  her  family, 
to  this  city  (Albany),  in  1835,  and  immediately  became 
connected  with  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church  ;  and, 
not  long  after,  she  had  the  great  happiness  to  be  joined 
by  her  husband  in  the  celebration  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 
In  1849  he  was  taken  from  her  by  death ;  and  while 
she  felt  deeply  her  bereavement,  she  exhibited  the  true 
dignity  of  Christian  submission.  During  her  residence 
here  she  lived  a  retired  life,  but  all  who  knew  her,  knew 
that  she  was  eminently  a  pattern  of  Christian  excellence. 

In  3  852  she  removed  to  Brooklyn,  to  live  with  some 
of  her  children  who  were  settled  there.  In  consequence 
of  this  change,  she  became  connected  with  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church,  then  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Be- 
thune ;  and  when  he  resigned  his  place,  and  became  the 
Pastor  of  a  Church  in  New  York,  such  was  her  appreci- 
ation of  his  ministry  that  she  followed  him,  and  became 
a  member  of  the  same  church.  After  he  retired  from 
public  service  altogether,  she  transferred  her  relations, 
finally,  to  the  Congregational  Church  in  Brooklyn,  un- 
der the  pastoral  care  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Storrs.  By  this 
time,  however,  her  hearing  had  become  so  imperfect, 
that  she  found  it  impossible  to  profit  by  an  attendance 
at  church,  and,  accordingly,  during  the  rest  of  her  life, 
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she  spent  her  Sabbaths  in  devout  private  exercises  at 
home.  Meanwhile,  some  of  her  faculties,  especially  her 
extraordinary  memory,  had  perceptibly  declined;  though 
her  thoughts  on  religious  subjects  seemed  as  bright  as 
ever  almost  to  the  last.  She  died,  after  an  illness  of  a  few 
days,  on  Sunday  morning,  the  19th  of  November,  1865. 
Her  Funeral  was  attended  on  Tuesday  following,  on 
which  occasion  the  Rev.  Dr.  Storrs  delivered  a  most  ap- 
propriate and  impressive  Address.  Her  remains  were 
removed  to  Albany,  and  now  repose,  beside  those  of  her 
husband,  in  the  Albany  Rural  Cemetery. 

Mrs.  Prentice  was  the  mother  of  eight  children,  six 
of  whom  still  survive.  She  has  left  a  brother  and 
sister  also,  both  younger  than  herself.  Her  brother, 
James  Hill  Prentice,  was  graduated  at  Yale  College  in 
1808,  became  a  highly  respectable  minister  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  and  now  lives  at  Zanesville.  0.,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  upwards  of  eighty  years. 


